HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR PEARLS: KEY TAKEAWAYS

· Wipe pearls after each wear to remove oils, sunscreen, and perspiration that can dull their surface.
· Avoid contact with chemicals such as perfume, hairspray, sanitiser, and cleaning products, as these can damage the nacre of the pearl or metal of the jewellery piece.
· Store pearls in a soft, breathable pouch and keep them away from harder jewellery pieces that may scratch them.
· Keep pearl strands flat and restring them every 12 to 24 months depending on how often they’re worn.
· Avoid swimming, showering or soaking pearls as chlorine or saltwater can harm both the pearls the silk thread if they’re strung together in a pearl strand, or damage the metal of the jewellery piece..

Pearls are one of nature’s most precious gemstones, formed slowly and shaped by Mother Nature herself. However, their organic nature means they require special care to preserve their lustre and longevity. Regular cleaning and proper storage are key to ensuring your pearl jewellery stays in pristine condition.  
This guide explains the essentials of pearl care, how to clean them, how to care for the metal elements of your jewellery, how to store them and what to avoid, so you can wear and enjoy your jewellery with confidence. 

UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE OF PEARLS 

Pearls are unique compared to other gemstones due to their origins. They are formed inside the pearl shell and are made of layers of nacre. This structure gives them their stunning lustre, but it also means they react differently to the elements, chemicals and rough surfaces compared to other gemstones.  
When not cared for properly they can become scratched, lose their lustre, or become yellowed. A few small habits make a significant difference in keeping them in good condition. 
 HOW TO CLEAN PEARLS  

1. Wipe with a Soft Cloth: After wearing your pearls, use a soft, lint-free cloth to wipe away any oils or perspiration. This helps prevent build up that can dull their shine. 
2. Rinse: Only rise your pearls if you have swum with them in the pool or sea. It’s best to avoid doing this, but if you do then ensure you give them a short rinse in water and pat them dry with a soft cloth. 
3. Special Care for Strands: For pearl strands, it’s best to avoid water, instead wiping each pearl individually with a soft cloth is best. They will also need to be restrung every 12 to 24 months based on wear.  
4. Professional Cleaning: For deep cleaning, bring them to our head office at our Perth Studio.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]BEST PRACTICES FOR STORING PEARL JEWELLERY
Proper storage is key to maintain the lustre of you precious pearls. When you receive your pearl jewellery, we recommend taking them out of their original gift boxes. Pearls should be stored in a soft, breathable pouch, away from any pieces that may scratch them. Avoid storing them in airtight containers, as pearls need moisture to prevent from drying out.  
For gold vermeil or sterling silver jewellery, we recommend anti-tarnish strips and regular polishing to keep your jewellery looking beautiful.
Silk is used in the crafting of pearl strands – so it is best for them to be laid flat to avoid stretching or tangling of the silk.  
For best results, store pearls in a cool, dry environment and avoid exposing them to excessive heat.  
· 

Follow these simple steps to protect your investment and enjoy your pearls for years to come.  


